
E-Waste Unplugged 2009 
 

 

 

 

E-Waste Unplugged 2009  
 

Technology Alliance Group (TAG) for Kawartha Lakes 

50 Mary Street West 

Lindsay, Ontario, Canada 

September 2009 

copyright ©Technology Alliance Group (TAG) for Kawartha Lakes, 2008  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                            E-Waste Unplugged 2009 
 

 
 

Table of Contents 

Contents 

 
Overview ............................................................................................................................. 1 

Promotion ............................................................................................................................ 2 

Recycling ............................................................................................................................. 3 

E-Waste Diverted ............................................................................................................ 3 

Verification of Recycling Process for Event .................................................................. 3 

Material Preparation for Recycling ................................................................................. 4 

 

Volunteers ........................................................................................................................... 5 

Partnerships ........................................................................................................................ 5 

Results ................................................................................................................................. 6 

Community Sponsors .......................................................................................................... 7 

References .......................................................................................................................... 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



E-Waste Unplugged 2009 
 

1 

 

Overview 
 

The Technology Alliance Group (TAG) for Kawartha Lakes in partnership with the Rotary 

Club of Lindsay hosted its third one day computer take back event, άE-Waste 

Unpluggedέ at the Lindsay Canadian Tire parking lot. This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ event clearly 

demonstrated that TAG and the community are committed to responsible recycling of 

electronic waste (e-waste). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - Computer parts dropped off for responsible rŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ά9-
²ŀǎǘŜ ¦ƴǇƭǳƎƎŜŘέ нлл9 
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Promotion 
 

 

tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 9-Waste Unplugged event was again accomplished through 

direct distribution of flyers throughout the community, businesses and non-profit 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  /I9· ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻō CaΩǎ Ŏƻntributions provided us with TV and 

radio plugs leading up to the event.  

Considering this was our third 

annual event, there was a general 

preparedness within the 

community that has started to view 

and appreciate TAG as their 

premier source for responsible 

recycling of e-waste.  The result 

was a two-fold increase in the 

amount of e-waste that we were 

able to divert from landfill sites. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Sample promotional poster recognizing community sponsorship 
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Recycling    

                                                                         

E-Waste Diverted                                                                                                            

5 tractor trailer loads of electronic waste was collected at this one day take back event.  

As a result, almost 20 Tonnes of material was diverted from local landfill sites and 

recycled responsibly.  Disposal fees for monitors were waived at the event making it 

even easier for residents and businesses to participate. 

 

Verification of Recycling Process for Event                                                 

This year we partnered with Ontario Electronic Stewardship (OES) ς the non-profit 

corporation responsible for implementing the Waste Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment (WEEE) Program in Ontario.   

 

. 

              

 

 

 

All 20 tonnes of e-waste material was routed through OES guaranteeing that it was all 

ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

Figure 3 ς E-Waste being loaded onto OES 
truck. 
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Material Preparation for Recycling 

Our team of volunteers dismantled and sorted an exceptional amount of computer 

equipment at the event.  The public was treated to invaluable insight into both the 

overwhelming amount of waste and the effort required to prepare the material for 

recycling.                                                           

   

 

The collecting, sorting and shipping guidelines from OES required volunteers to carefully 

and accurately assess, prepare and load the incoming material.   

 

 

 

Figure 4 ς Volunteers shrink-
wrap a skid full of CPUs before it 
is loaded onto the truck. 

Figure 5 ς Monitors waiting to be 
prepared for recycling 
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Once separated, the material was carefully (and skillfully) packed on pallets and loaded 

on OES tractor trailers.   Mountains of monitors were dropped off for responsible 

recycling.  The glass in a CRT monitor contains between 10-20% of lead.  To date, this 

event has resulted in over 3 tonnes of hazardous lead being reprocessed since the 

inception of this event.  

Volunteers 
 

In total, 18 volunteers, putting in a total of 80 hours of service ensured the day went off 

without a hitch.  Once again, the Rotary club made up almost half of our volunteer 

team.  A Without the effort of volunteers, this event would not have been possible. 

   

 

 

 

 

Partnerships 
 

ά9-Waste Unplugged- 2009έ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

formed by the Technology Alliance Group (TAG) for Kawartha Lakes with the Lindsay 

Rotary Club.  This project would not have been successful without the participation of 

Figure 6 ς Our Rotarian 
volunteers hard at work. 






